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Armel Opera Festival presents



Armel Opera Festival 
the international journey  
of the Virtuosos

In 2015, Armel Opera Festival began its special partnership 
with the unique Hungarian talent show, ‘Virtuosos’. 
Armel it provided the televised competition winners 
opportunities to make their debut in the most acclaimed 
international concert halls with remarkable orchestras. 

Thanks to the Armel Award, these highly talented  
young prodigies have enchanted audiences in the United 
States (Carnegie Hall), Switzerland (Zürich Tonhalle), 
Germany (Berliner Philharmoniker) and the United 
Kingdom (performing with the London Mozart Players). 
The 2017 winner in the Virtuosos, Réka Kristóf, is a young 
Hungarian soprano. This is her debut concert.
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CONCERT PROGRAM

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: D’Oreste, 
d’Aiace - Electra’s aria, Idomeneo
Réka Kristóf, Gergely Bogányi

Georg Friedrich Händel: Sorge infausta 
una procella (An inauspicious tempest 
rises) – Zoroastro’s aria, Orlando
Äneas Humm, Gergely Bogányi

Bedrich Smetana: Och, jaky zal!…Ten 
lásky sen (How can I live…How strange 
and dead is everything here) - Marie’s 
aria, The Bartered Bride
Réka Kristóf, Gergely Bogányi

Georges Bizet: Je dis que rien 
m’epouvante (I say that nothing can 
frighten me) - Micaëla’s aria form Carmen
Réka Kristóf, Gergely Bogányi

Richard Strauss: Breit über mein Haupt 
dein schwarzes Haar (Droop o’er my head 
thy raven hair)
Äneas Humm, Gergely Bogányi

Johann Strauss: Klänge der Heimat 
(Sounds of my homeland) - Rosalinde’s 
aria, Die Fledermaus
Réka Kristóf, Gergely Bogányi

Franz Liszt: Don Giovanni Paraphrase
Gergely Bogányi 

INTERMISSION

Zoltán Kodály: Zöld erdőben  
(‘Mid the Oak Trees)
Réka Kristóf, Gergely Bogányi

Zoltán Kodály: Tücsöklakodalom  
(The Cricket’s Wedding)
Réka Kristóf, Gergely Bogányi

Zoltán Kodály: A csitári hegyek alatt 
(From Distant Mountains)
Réka Kristóf, Gergely Bogányi

Béla Bartók: Piros rózsát szedtem én 
(The Red Rose I Picked)
Réka Kristóf, Gergely Bogányi

Robert Schumann: Erste Begegnung 
(First Encounter)
Réka Kristóf, Äneas Humm, Gergely 
Bogányi

Robert Schumann: Drei Zweistimmige 
Lieder, Op. 43. (Three Two-Part Songs)
Réka Kristóf, Äneas Humm, Gergely 
Bogányi

Robert Schumann: Widmung (Dedication)
Gergely Bogányi

Richard Strauss: Fünf kleine Lieder Op.69 
(Five Little Songs)
Réka Kristóf, Gergely Bogányi

Richard Strauss: Zueignung (Devotion)
Äneas Humm, Gergely Bogányi

Richard Strauss: Der Frühlingsfeier  
Op.56 No.5 (Rite of Spring)
Réka Kristóf, Gergely Bogányi R
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RÉKA KRISTÓF

Réka Kristóf was born in Slovakia and grew up in a Hungarian family  
in which culture and folk were the dominant part of her life. She began 
her music studies at the Conservatory of János Richter as a student 
of Veronika Dobi-Kiss. In 2012, Réka was admitted to the University of 
the Arts Breme where she was a student of Krisztina Laki and Thomas 
Mohr. In October 2016, she became a student of Prof. Fenna Kügel 
Seifried at the Bayerische Theaterakademie August Everding, Munich. 
 
Réka is a regular participant in Krisztina Laki’s masterclasses and  
has also participated in masterclasses by A. Kirchschlager, M. Martineau 
and Prof. Gerd Uecker. In 2011, at the 7th International József Simándy 
Competition in Szeged, the young soprano won the special  
prize by József Simándy’s widow. In 2015, she won the special prize  
by the Walter and Chalrolle Hame Foundation, at Timmendorfer Strand.  
She became one of the few students to receive a Deutsche 
Bühnenvereinen scholarship.  

During her studies in Germany, she performed many famous pieces, 
such as Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, in which she played 
Gretel. In addition to school projects, she also played at Bremerhaven 
where she played Liset in Puccini’s opera, La Rondine. Réka has also 
performed at such famous venues as Bremen‘s Die Glocke and Munich’s 
Prinzregententheatre Gartensaal.
 
In 2017, she became the absolute winner of the Virtuosos Classical 
Music Talent Show.
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ÄNEAS HUMM

Swiss baritone Äneas Humm is a much-loved guest at many concert 
halls and opera houses around Europe and one of the most promising 
young singers of our time, praised for his clear and expressive vocals.  
In 2014, a program dedicated to him appeared on Swiss television.  
The program has been broadcast several times across Europe. At the 
age of 18, he made his opera debut at the Stadttheater Bremerhaven 
immediately followed by concert engagements across Europe and America. 
As a child, he first received his education with the Zürcher Sängerknaben, 
after which he attended the Voralberger Landeskonservatorium where  
he studied viola and singing. From the age of seventeen,  
he was taught by Hungarian soprano, Krisztina Laki while also studying  
for his Bachelor’s degree at the University of the Arts Bremen. Crucial 
to his artistic development is his work with conductor and artistic 
director, Thomas Albert. He also works with the Liechtenstein Sinfonie 
Orchester, Arp Schnitger Ensemble, Musikkollegium Winterthur, 
Winterthurer Symphoniker and Bremer Philharmoniker.As a lied singer, 
Äneas works together with pianists, Babette Hierholzer and Judit Polgar, 
and gives recitals at renowned chamber music series and festivals.  
His New York debut was described as a great discovery, and he has 
since repeatedly been presented to the New York audience by the 
German Forum for recitals and duet evenings. His first CD, Awakening, 
features works from Strauss, Berg, Ullman, and Wolf. In September 
2017, he began his studies at the Juilliard School under Edith Wiens.
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GERGELY BOGÁNYI

Gergely Bogányi began to play the piano at the age of four. He studied 
at the Liszt Academy of Music, Sibelius Academy in Helsinki, and 
finished his studies at Indiana University Bloomington. He won prizes 
at numerous competitions including the International Franz Liszt 
Piano Competition in Budapest in 1996. In 1999, the Bogányi-Kelemen 
Trio (Kossuth and Liszt Award winner violinist Barnabás Kelemen, 
cellist Tibor Bogányi and Gergely Bogányi) won the first prize in an 
international competition for trios held in the Finnish town of Kuhmo. 
 
He is a regular guest at recitals in the best concert halls in Europe  
and worldwide, and has also been invited to perform as a soloist  
by the leading orchestras all over the world. In 2000, he received the 
Liszt Prize; in 2002, he was awarded the ‘Cross of Merit of the Order 
of the White Rose’ by the President of the Republic of Finland. The 
following year—2003—the General Assembly of Pest County (Hungary) 
unanimously awarded him a distinction in recognition of ‘services to 
the culture of Pest County’. He was awarded the Kossuth Prizeon March 
15, 2004, the Junior Prima Award in 2008, and the Prima Primissima 
Award in 2011. Gergely Bogányi is always motivated by the pursuit  
of perfection. His passion for excellence is reflected in his invention: 
the revolutionary Bogányi piano is one of the most innovative grand 
piano retrofits in the last 150 years.
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THE VIRTUOSOS

The Virtuosos classical music talent show started in 2014. It is a unique 
global production where only preparedness and qualifications count.  
This program focuses on finding and introducing young talents and 
helping them achieve their dreams. The contestants perform classical 
music—sometimes adaptations—accompanied by spectacular show 
elements. What makes this program unique is that both the awarded  
prize winners and semifinalists are mentored after the show. The Small 
Virtuosos Foundation is a guarantee the young musicians are not left alone. 

The purpose of the Virtuosos is to support talented children, especially 
those who are in need. This is accomplished through a scholarship 
system, talent management, organization of concerts in Hungary  
and abroad, a mentoring program and involvement of excellent teachers  
to secure a strong and supporting background for them.  

With the help of our professional contacts and sponsors at the highest 
level of musical life, the Virtuosos have exceeded all expectations. The 
discovered young musicians have given concerts all over the world from 
performing in the USA across Europe to China. Even the world press 
(e.g., The New York Times, Euronews) has recognized them. Also, such 
renowned artists, like Placido Domingo, have started to give support.  

We believe that the values of classical music make humankind better. 
Classical music conveys the message that talent backed by hard work 
guarantees success. 4th season of the Virtuosos starts in Hungary in April 
and will debut in more than 20 countries around the world until  
the end of 2020.
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The soul of bespoke in the heart of Budapest
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ARMEL OPERA FESTIVAL

Armel Opera Festival is a unique artistic event that has been presenting operatic 

rarities and, in particular, contemporary works since 2008. The distinctive feature  

of the festival – staging new productions from five different countries annually – is 

that it is combined with an international platform for emerging young singers  

at the start of their careers. 

The productions that are invited to the Festival are broadcast live on the  

French-German Arte Concert channel and the performances are then available 

online for opera-loving audiences on the channel’s website to enjoy for a further 

another six months. 

Since 2010 Armel Opera Festival’s productions and concerts have also been 

presented in Avignon, Pilsen (as one of the highlights of the European Capital 

of Culture Programme), Berlin Philharmonic Hall, Carnegie Hall in New York, 

Jersey Opera House, at the MuTh Theatre in Vienna, at the Cadogan Hall, and 

Hackney Empire Theatre in London as well as in the most prestigious concert 

halls of Switzerland.

Armel Opera Festival is proud to promote emerging artistic talent. In 2016  

in Budapest, Armel Opera Festival hosted the International Festival Academy, 

as the co-organiser with the European Festival Association. This event was an 

opportunity for young festival managers to work with prestigious lecturers from 

five continents.

In 2017 Armel Opera Festival received the EFFE Label 2017-2018 of the European 

Festival Association (EFA) for its prestigious work. 

 

armelfestival.org 

Published by Armel Nonprofit Kft. 

Director: 

Graphic design:  

Project manager:  

 

English proofreading: 

 

Ágnes Havas

Hidden Characters

Katalin Plesz  

Judit Számel 

Kristi Hyllekve



THE PROGRAM OF ARMEL  
OPERA FESTIVAL 2018

Christoph Willibald Gluck: ORFEO & EURIDICE – 

The deepest shame is not to feel loved

NorrlansOperan (Umeå, Sweden)

1 July 2018, 7.30 P.M. / Müpa (Budapest, Hungary)

Dejan Despic: FRIAR CIRA AND FRIAR SPIRA 

(WORLD PREMIERE)

Serbian National Theatre (Novi Sad, Serbia) 

2 July 2018, 7.30 P.M. / Müpa (Budapest, Hungary)

Gregory Vajda: THE GIANT BABY (puppet opera 

for adults)

Kolibri Theatre (Budapest, Hungary) 

3 July 2018, 7.30 P.M. / MuTh (Vienna, Austria)

Péter Eötvös: LADY SARASHINA

Liszt Ferenc Academy of Music (Budapest, 

Hungary)

4 July 2018, 7.30 P.M. / MuTh (Vienna, Austria)

Ben Johnston - Gavin Bryars - Michael Ondaatje: 

CALAMITY / BILLY – A two –part paradise lost

Théâtre de la Croix-Rousse (Lyon, France), 

Théâtre de la Renaissance (Oullins, France), 

Muziektheater Transparant (Antwerpen, Belgium) 

5 July 2018, 7.30 P.M. / Müpa (Budapest, Hungary)

 

All five Armel Opera Festival productions will be 

available for streaming on ARTE Concert until 31 

December 2018.

 

https://www.arte.tv/en/videos/arte-concert/


